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U.S. Marine Corps Forces
Europe and Africa 
The crisis response force of choice

Responsive Warrior is a visual representation of Marine Corps activities spanning two continents. Our Marines continue 
to provide the geographic combatant commanders of U.S. European Command (EUCOM) and U.S. Africa Command 
(AFRICOM) with highly capable forces who are ready to deploy at a moments notice. We are the right force in the right 
place and always at the right time.  

Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps Forces, Europe and Africa (MARFOREUR/AF) 
The headquarters is based in Stuttgart, Germany, and provides support to both our rotational units and 
the two combatant commanders at EUCOM and AFRICOM across all warfighting functions. Planning 
efforts from this headquarters translate strategic objectives into operational ones that will be achieved by 
our rotational forces: Marine Rotational Force-Europe and Special Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task 
Force –Crisis Response – Africa. 

Marine Rotational Force-Europe (MRF-E) 
This force is comprised of an infantry battalion reinforced by enablers and a Marine Coordination 
Element deployed to two locations in Norway – Vaernes Air Base and Setermoen. The Marines’ presence 
in Norway focuses on: regional engagement throughout the Nordic and Baltic States; conducting various 
named exercises while supporting NATO and EUCOM operational plans; cold-weather and mountain 
training in arctic conditions; exercise prepositioned equipment; and military-to-military engagements, 
which enhance our overall interoperability with Allies and partners.

Special Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force – Crisis Response – Africa (SPMAGTF-CR-AF) 
This team of Marines and Sailors is based at Morón Air Base, Spain, and Naval Air Station Sigonella, 
Italy. They operate at the direction of the AFRICOM commander. SPMAGTF-CR-AF conducts 
crisis-response and contingency operations, theater-security cooperation, enabling operations and other 
missions anywhere within the combatant command’s geographic scope. The unit is a self-deploying, and 
highly-mobile crisis-response force allocated to U.S. Africa Command to respond to missions in both 
permissive and uncertain environments. Missions include the protection of U.S. personnel, property, and 
interests in the AFRICOM area of responsibility. 
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TRIDENT JUNCTURE 18
OCTOBER 15 - NOVEMBER 7

The United States military took part in NATO 
Exercise Trident Juncture 18, held in Norway, Iceland, 
Sweden, and Finland. This was the largest NATO 
exercise conducted in two decades, with participation 
of more than 50,000 troops from all 29 NATO 
nations, plus our partners, Sweden and Finland. 
Of the participating troops, approximately 20,000 
consisted of representation from all four branches of 
the U.S. military. The U.S. Marine Corps made up 
the largest U.S. service element, deploying II Marine 
Expeditionary Force Forward from Camp Lejeune, 
North Carolina, to Norway. The exercise was designed 
to ensure that NATO forces are trained, able to operate 
together, and ready to respond to any threat across the 
spectrum of military operations.

Top: Marine Corps MV-22B Osprey flies during a joint-
capability demonstration.

Middle: An M1A1 Abrams Tank holds its defensive position 
during field training exercise.

Bottom Left: Marine crew chief aboard a MV-22B Osprey.

Bottom Right: A Sailor guides a Landing Craft Air Cushion 
carrying Marines.
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NORTHERN SCREEN
OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 7

Marine Rotational Force-Europe took part in Exercise Northern Screen in the 
vicinity of Setermoen, Norway. Exercise Northern Screen was a bilateral exercise 
involving the United States and Norwegian militaries. The exercise focused on 
improving Marine Corps readiness for contingency operations in the Nordic and 
Baltic regions, and enhancing joint combined-arms capabilities with Norwegian 
forces. The training improved the Marines’ proficiency at tactical operations in 
extreme cold weather.

Top Left: A Marine sets a smoke marker during 
a squad attack.

Top Right: A Light Armored Vehicle engages 
targets downrange. 

Bottom Left: Assault Amphibious Vehicles transit 
to land from USNS Lopez (T-AK 3010).

Bottom Right: Marines fire a round from an 
M252 81 mm mortar system.
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Trident Juncture 18
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A  Marine prepares for cold-weather 
training at a training site inland 
Iceland during Exercise Trident 
Juncture 18.

Trident Juncture 18
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ARCHIPELAGO 
ENDEAVOUR 18

Archipelago Endeavour was a bilateral exercise that took 
place in Berga, Sweden, between Marine Rotational Force-
Europe and the Swedish 1st Marine Regiment. This training 
exercised platoon-level offensive and defensive operations, 
raids and patrols. In addition, the Marines gained familiarity 
with Swedish communication networks, proficiency in 
combined arms fire and maneuver, and Swedish littoral 
vessels. Archipelago Endeavour reassured our strategic 
relationship with Swedish forces, enhanced interoperability, 
and increased public opinion of United States forces in 
Sweden.

Top: A U.S. Marine observes the enemy 
location through a Marine Air-Ground 
Task Force Common Handheld device.

Middle Left: A U.S. Marine provides 
security during an amphibious assault 
rehearsal.

Middle Right: U.S. Marines identify 
targets downrange.
 
Bottom: U.S. and Swedish Marines board a 
Swedish Combat Boat 90.

AUGUST 27 - SEPTEMBER 7
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LISA AZUL 18
SEPTEMBER 17 - SEPTEMBER 28

Lisa Azul was a joint and bilateral 
exercise conducted in the Bay 
of Cadiz, Spain, with support 
from Special Purpose Marine 
Air-Ground Task Force – Crisis 
Response – Africa and Marines 
from Fleet Anti-terrorism Security 
Team-Europe along with Spanish 
and Italian Marines. The exercise 
focused on infantry training and 
tactics exchange, conducting live-
fire and maneuver ranges, and the 
execution of notional air support 
with Spanish Air Force AV-8B 
Harriers.

Top: U.S. Marines pose for a group photo with 
Spanish and Italian Marines.
 
Middle Left: A U.S. Marine participates in 
Military Operations on Urbanized Terrain 
training.

Middle Right: U.S. and Italian Marines participate 
in anti-riot drills.

Bottom: A U.S. Marine assembles an M4 service 
rifle while wearing a gas mask.
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WINTER WARRIOR
NOVEMBER 26 - DECEMBER 14

This three-week bilateral exercise took place in Haltdalen, 
Meråkerand and Vaernes, Norway, and tested the Marines’ 
abilities to adapt to harsh weather conditions, move 
across long distances in the snow, and push themselves 
to complete the mission despite austere situations. The 
exercise prepared the Marines for follow-on exercises in 
Norway by focusing on survivability and ability to conduct 
over-the-snow movements with skis and snowshoes. The 
Marines received world-class cold-weather and mountain 
training which improved the overall Marine Corps 
readiness, and prepared the Marines to fight and win in 
any cold-weather environment.  

Top: Marines hike in harsh climate conditions.

Middle Left: A Marine shoots at targets downrange during a live-fire 
exercise.

Middle Right: Marines practice skjøring during cold-weather training.

Bottom: A Marine maintains a defensive security position.
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GREEN CLAYMORE
OCTOBER 25 - NOVEMBER 10

Green Claymore is a British-led cold-weather training 
course held in the Scottish Highlands that focused on 
mobility, survival, and combat operations in cold-weather 
and mountainous terrain. Marines from Special Purpose 
Marine Air-Ground Task Force – Crisis Response – 
Africa participated in the Green Claymore curriculum 
alongside British Royal Marine commandos and French 
Marine commandos, in order to train and enhance the 
participants’ mountain and cold-weather readiness and 
develop standard operating procedures for mountain 
mobility and combat operations. 

Top Left and Right: A U.S. Marine repels 
down a mountain.

Middle Left: A British Royal Marine  
delivers a class to U.S. Marines.

Middle Right: U.S. Marines observe as 
others rappel. 

Bottom: U.S. Marines perform a verti-
cal assault while British Royal Marines 
supervise.
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HMA - MOROCCO
SEPTEMBER 1 - SEPTEMBER 28

Marines and Sailors with Special Purpose Marine 
Air-Ground Task Force – Crisis Response – Africa 
were in Morocco and worked together with the 
Utah National Guard to conduct Humanitarian 
Mine Action (HMA) Explosive Remnants of War 
(ERW) reduction training with the Moroccan 
Royal Armed Forces. This training increased the 
overall ERW reduction capability of the Moroccan 
military and strengthened previous engagements 
conducted by the Marine Corps and the National 
Guard. The focus of effort was to implement a 
train-the-trainer period of instruction to develop 
the young leadership’s explosive ordnance disposal 
skills in order to train their own personnel for 
upcoming ERW reduction operations. Training 
took place in the vicinity of Kenitra, Morocco.

Top: A Marine briefs members of the Moroccan Royal 
Armed Forces on the training plan for the day.

Middle Left: A Moroccan Royal Armed Forces member 
secures supports to a tree for rappelling.

Middle Right: A member of the Moroccan Royal Armed 
Forces uses a metal detector to sweep for explosive 
hazards.

Bottom: A Marine advises members of the Moroccan 
Royal Armed Forces on how to handle the next 
simulated explosive hazard.
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HMA - MOROCCO
SEPTEMBER 1 - SEPTEMBER 28

GREEN CANNON 18
JULY 2 - JULY 13

Green Cannon was a multinational artillery field training exercise that took place in 
the Salisbury Plain Training Area in United Kingdom. Marines from 2nd Air-Naval 
Gunfire Liaison Company conducted call-for-fire and fire-support team training 
alongside troops from U.K., Netherlands, France, and Sweden. Green Cannon 
enabled the development of coalition joint fires and communications, and increased 
interoperability of the coalition through the employment of multinational mortars, 
artillery attack, aviation, and air assets. 

Top: Marines clean a M777 howitzer.

Middle Left: A M777 howitzer is staged during 
a starry night.

Bottom Left: A Marine discusses the M777 
howitzer with a British Army commando.

Bottom Right: Marines fire an M777 howitzer.
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PLATINUM LION 18
JULY 30 - AUGUST 10

Platinum Lion 18 was a multinational live-fire exercise held 
in Novo Selo Training Area in Bulgaria, with Marines from 
the Marine Rotational Force-Europe. This combined-arms 
exercise brought together NATO and partner nations – 
strengthening regional defense, security cooperation, and 
enhancing interoperability in Eastern Europe. This exercise: 
increased familiarity with transportation and communication 
networks; improved proficiency in combined-arms fire and 
maneuver; increased seamless integration between U.S. and 
Allied /partner forces; and improved public opinion of U.S. 
forces in Bulgaria.

Top: A Marine radios for a medical evacuation during a 
drill.

Middle Left: Marines don gas masks and prepare to engage 
targets.

Middle Right: Marines execute a barrel change.

Bottom Left: A Marine conducts a post-flight analysis.

Bottom Middle: A Marine dons his gas mask. 

Bottom Right: A Marine engages in small arms fire.
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PLATINUM EAGLE 18
AUGUST 27 - SEPTEMBER 8

Platinum Eagle was a multinational field 
training exercise that took place in Babadag 
Training Area, Romania. The Marines conducted 
combined offensive and defensive operations 
along with troops from Bulgaria, Romania, 
Georgia, Ukraine, and Moldova. Platinum Eagle 
increased interoperability between the Allied 
and partner nations, improved their readiness, 
and reinforced relationships. 

Top: Marines sprint to a rally point.

Middle: A Marine carries mortar rounds to a staging area.

Bottom Left and Middle: Marines fire an 81mm mortar system.

Bottom Right: Marines provide cover fire for maneuvering 
troops.
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SEA BREEZE 18
JULY 8 - JULY 22

Marines of 2nd Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, participated in Exercise Sea Breeze 18 at the Shirokyi Lan 
Range near Mykolaiv, Ukraine. The Marine platoon integrated into a multinational battalion that included two 
companies from Ukrainian Naval Infantry and Ukrainian National Guard, one company from Moldova, and 
one platoon from Georgia.  The multinational battalion trained together on squad, platoon, and company-level 
offensive and defensive tactics, small-arms marksmanship, and patrolling. Sea Breeze focused on interoperability 
of Black Sea nations and their role in maritime security operations. Sea Breeze began in 1997 and this was the 
16th iteration of the exercise, bringing together 18 nations and approximately 2,500 personnel.

Top: Marines participate in a mechanized 
company attack rehearsal.

Bottom Left: A Marine provides security.

Bottom Right: A Marine observes targets 
downrange.
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FALLSCHIRMJäGER
FIELD TRAINING

DECEMBER 1 - DECEMBER 11

Top Left: German soldiers provide security in a trench.
 
Top Right: Marines prepare to fire German G-36 rifles.

Middle Right: A Marine provides security.

Bottom Left: A Marine provides security.

Bottom Right: A Marine translates orders from German to English 
during a training event with German soldiers.

This bilateral training event, held in Seedorf, 
Germany, focused on infantry tactics and maneuvers 
between Marines of Special Purpose Marine Air-
Ground Task Force – Crisis Response – Africa 
and soldiers of German Fallschirmjäger Regiment 
31 (31st Paratrooper Regiment). This was the first 
time the Marines have trained with soldiers of the 
Fallschirmjäger Regiment. The training, built on the  
strong strategic relationship with our NATO Ally, 
ensures our forces are ready and postured to respond to 
any contingencies.  
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TSC - GHANA
JULY 30 - AUGUST 21

Special Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force – 
Crisis Response – Africa Marines and Sailors, from 
the logistics combat and ground combat elements, 
traveled to Accra, Ghana, for a Theater Security 
Cooperation mission where they trained members of 
the Ghana Armed Forces and the Ghana Revenue 
Authority. The Marines and Sailors helped to hone 
the Ghanaians skills in their combat marksmanship, 
convoy operations, tactical combat casualty care, 
patrolling and detainee handling to strengthen the 
Ghanaians knowledge for future operations and 
facilitate partnership between the two nations.

Top: A Marine instructs a member of the Ghana Revenue 
Authority.

Middle: A Marine speaks to members of the Ghana Revenue 
Authority.

Bottom Left: A member of the Ghana Revenue Authority races 
to apply a tourniquet to a simulated casualty during a tactical 
combat casualty care exercise.

Bottom Right: Members of the Ghana Revenue Authority 
practice procedures for apprehending detainees during a detainee-
handling exercise.
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HAMINA TATTOO
JULY 30 - AUGUST 8

Top: Marines march before they perform.

Middle Left: Marines perform with their 
saxophones.

Middle Right: Marines begin to perform.

Bottom Left: A Marine performs with his 
drum.  

Bottom Right: A Marine leads the perfor-
mance.

The Marines with the Marine Corps Base 
Quantico Band participated in the 2018 
Hamina Tattoo in Hamina, Finland. The 
Tattoo showcased more than 1,000 performers 
from eight different nations, celebrating 
military and musical heritage from all over 
the world. The performances by the Quantico 
Marine Corps Band, during this premier 
international event, were a key opportunity 
to demonstrate the Marines esprit de corps, 
professionalism, and musical expertise to our 
Allies and partners. 




